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of Pigs in 1961, former Pres-
¢ ident Eisenhower’s only. com-
“ment was to call for bipartisan
{ unity behind President Km—
1 nedy.

\ That was in keepmg with
Gen.  Eisenhower's lifelong

o “practice of supporting the nar’

'uons Commander-in-Chief in"
‘nmcs of crises and shunnmg
: partisan cxcesses.

' ‘Over the years Gen. Eiscn~
7 hower usually has ignored . po-

*litically tinged distortions of his .
‘performance as President, mil
;itary leader and eldcr states-

m coyple of items in recent his-

. Lmnu of the Kennedy admin-.

‘1suranon by Arthur M. Schles- .
‘inger Jr. and’| “Theodore C
Sorcnsen, rankm;, membcers (of
,K(-nncdy s staft,

The general views the Schie-

isinger and Sorenscn attempts - ;pxwdcncy over to Iohn Ken-

t1o link his_ administration with

Zthe- Cuba invasion fiasco —.

“diseredit Eisenhower-appointed
"military - and. <intelligence  ex-
“perts—as a perversion of his-
lory and a disservice lo the
“late President Kennedy, who
never sought to duck respone |}
. graph [rom the Son.nscn ver
i sion: .

“On. Jun. ﬂo' 1961, “John |
- Kennedy mhcuk\.d the " plan.
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A.Daﬂ;y News Exclusive - |Called Unquahfzéd
', Nothing the former Presn—

Several biographies of President John I‘. Kennedy have been pub-,dcnt waa told by Mr. Ken-"
hshcd recently by former members of ‘his stoff. These bmgmplmsL -
Jrefer to former President Dwight D. Kisenhower’s role in cvents edy and otliers aftor the B“y'
icadmg up to the Bay of Pigs episode, . P of Pigs debacle dlmmxshcd his’;

= Mr, Eisenhower, in.a recent interview at G ttysburg, Pa, g ave his fuith and confidence in D ulles‘

'version of the Cuban situation as it existed when he leff the White and the military chiefs. 4
House, Earl Mazo has written tlus report f Newsday and The, On the other hand, he bc-'
Clucano Daily News. _ A ' llwcs thc very . dxspar.w..mcnt

WA
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.sxbmtv for his cxeculive de- | Cuban fore cs “would be “used,
!c'mons . i 4it at all. Gen. | Eiscnhower had |

TIILV SPECIFICALLY dis- 1m.udc no commitments that

.puted maiezial by, both writers ]mmhi bind the new President.
Jis summed up i3 ghis pura- ;«‘J‘ dealing W"h the Castro |

\ . “armed | Bay of .
ling of d“ the Cub.m exile « ?erff,}‘::] gll.r;u:)aclwa:hcst;limc;;o. ay of Pigs invasion
brigade. . Unlike ' an in- [ LIKE MOST Amencau.s, ,i

( shows how unqualificd the
former presidential’ assxstants‘ '
‘were to deal with the sort of | )

| problem invoived in a crmcau

 internationai venture like ‘th

44;_-‘
e Pestetan

herited ooli it . *small and relatively unpre- |
crited policy stalement or eX<. iy, o that it could easﬂy have L Presndcnt Eisenhower - wels

“been disbanded if the incom- /! Tcomed the end of the Bausta
ing admmlstratlon consideved dlCt'\tOI‘bl\lp in 1959 and hoped *"‘

ity emstcnce unnwc:,sary the new regime of Fidel Castro

AS FOB THE non-polmcal I\xou.d liveup to its promlscs :
_cxperts Mr. Kennedy chose ‘1o iof free_clections and demog-'{
retain for his administralion— ;racy ia thé exotic island re-;:
‘notably Allen Dulles, director {public just eight jet mmutco :
i of the Ceniral Intelligence { from Florida. '-,

| Agency, and.the military Jomt; Within a year, however, d

{ Chiefs. of Staff — Mr. ElS;n-‘Cdbth created - a dxcmtorshxp

hclw»r Says:__ . | that was worse even than Ba-

Ihiese men over decades of. 1txst~ s, and President Eisene -

‘ devoted service have shown l hower ' had concluded that |

i their capab;lxtic:s, their scnse of ! Lstrong mensures might be re- |

|10u1°, their understandmg of the

problcms iavolved in this king :quxrcd to thwart Castro’s ap- .
i of venture, Thers is no more parent intention of establishing

;| & outpost for Communist sub-.
yexpert group in their 'profes-
+Sion than these men. + . o [ :rser;xeorx; in the Western Heme
-hé\d tEe 5:&: test confndence in, pExa c'tly what w oul d have to
them.” o :
! ’ -, | be done =~ and.when == re-:

Jccunve order, this inheritance’:
‘could- not bc simply dxspo;cd
‘of by presidential rescission
or withdrawal. . [,

J; Gen. Eisenhower

i"Thcrc was no tactical or op-
i crational plan even dxscusacd"
l.\ﬁ ‘of the day he turned the

5 nedy.
! During 1hc transition pcnod
| between the election in Novem- -
[ bu‘, 1960, and the inauguration
Pin January, President Eisen-
;howu reviewed for his suc-
cessor all pending matters, in- |
cludmg a sceret programy | in-
\u"ur.uc.d ]css than a year
'bg.orc to equip and n.un anti-
1 Castro Cuban refugees.
“The rcurm;, Presideny
. stressed ‘that -there had beew

lheilnnncrs‘ and nwat vroubl-n

) no_ decisions , as_ tq how 4w
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ARTHUR SCHLESINGER 3R,

", trusion in Latin America, Ex--: -

dictator Jacobo Arbenz Guz-
‘man, whose efforts to make’
‘Guatemala \a haven for the

11954, would\ bear witness to

A © 0 that..

S 0 In mid-Mafc_:h, 1960, Pres-
T " lident Eiseohower decided that

lfthe United States would se-

: .- ‘cretly aid anti-Castro Cubans.

N 0 1The CIAauas directed to train
: 'and equip volunteers at bases

m Guatemala, Panama and

‘southern Florida,

[ The covert military instruc-

] ‘tion program was started partly
i “. «n- response to pleas by hun-
idreds of refugees for something

‘constructive to do.'It was felt

’.training would bolster .the

'spirits of thousands who were
* iflecing the Castro dictatorship,

(and would give them hope that,
. 0" time, they would .be able
o o “do the _job" of oustmg
Ty H<hc commumst regxme. R

i
]

Soviets led to his downfall in -

i
|
]
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THEODORE SORENSEN

Bt i i i

IN ESSENCE, the long-..
range Eisenhower policy was
to encourage and prepare Cu-
bans to liberate their country, |

President Eisenhower kept:
in close touch with develop- .

ments through the summer and
autumn, and personally re-
viewed numerous. ideas and
suggestions that normally
would have been sifted out
before reaching the White
House. (For example, he re-
jected a proposal that the
Cubans be trained in Samoa
to insure tighter security than

" was possible in Central Amer-

ica.)

In recalling that period, the-
general notes the Bay of Pigs
was never mentioned or con-
sidered in discussions of pos-

-sible alternatives and contin-
. gencies, Most attention focused

on prospects. for -an. operation’
of some sort in or ncar the-

e /Escambray Mountams where &,
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.governtmient "in “eXilé might es- ¢

tablish itself on Cuban soil. !

‘The Vital Task

Of Selecting Leader B

Before there could be sen-"-

ous planning, however, the' ;'

Cubans needed not only a well- 'é
supplied fighting force but also °
the - leadership to orgamzc a p
functioning goverament in ex=;
-ile.

'THE LEADER or leaders .
‘had to be recognized and ac- .
cepted by the Cuban people. ¢

S S

1 That ecliminated expericnced '
individuals from the Batista \

zegime and several leaders of |
political factions who bristled |
at the thought of co-operating : {
or sharing the glory of over-:
throwing Castro, ;
The Cubans were still thh-«
out their own leadership when’,
President  Eisenhower rcnrcd
and President Kcnncdy was |
.inaugurated. . '.
The departing  administra=;

tion could not avoid bequeath-!

ing certain critical problems to ¢
its successor. One of the major
unresolved problems Gen. Ei-:
senbower reviewed at leogth’
~for Kennedy at transition ses-!
sions was the Communist threat
in Castro’s Cuba.

“I told him cxactly what we'
had been doing (in the Cuban’
refugee program),” recalls Mr*
Eisenhower; and pinpointed the .

centers at which approximately . T

500 - men. were then bemg
trained.

Gen. Eisenhower felt Kcn-3

nedy shared his judgment that.
the new ‘administration nccd‘

Iﬂ.m._ et
LA
[

SEP 1 0 1955

Lt

L

not rush a decision regardmg ;
j the Cubans. O

“AT NO tlme did I putt
« before anybody - anything that!
could be called a plan (to*
invade Cuba)”, declares .thc«

sizes that there was “no man~ .
date, no commxtmcnt by me.
or anyone in my admm:strq—

i} tion,” "and he doubts that Kens '

nedy felt “*he was frozen to
nny posmon by mc.”

Q.'\m'bimg's d
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"""+ hower asked his host if the
-1 Joint Chiefs® of Staff had ap-
- proved the battle plan,

Ike to Kennedy: .
“You Must Decide’

Among Gen. Eisenhower's *, X 2
Jast words 1o Keuncdy before . With a few changes”. Among
the ceremonial ride up Pennsyl-: 2ther things, Kennedy explained |

vania Avenue to the inaugura- -the original pian had been *
tion was: © trimmed to avoid letting the';

“You people will have to World see “Amcrica’s hand” inl
decidé what to do.™ the operation. Gen, Eisenhower |

I, The two men did not spéak . suggested that the country's |

Kennedy nodded and said, |

i
1
[

Victory Achieved
Through Politics

The invasion of Guatcmala,l
which was led and conducted |
by Guatemalan volunteers but |
covetily™yponsored and sup-']
plied by . the United -States, |
floundered just as it was on’
the brink of success. The érisis'i
stemmed from sudden lack of

L with each other again for three
"months. Then, after the Bay of
+Pigs disaster, Kennedy hur-.
iriedly invited the general to

i Cump David and ‘sent a White" ,
ijHouse helicopter to' Gettys

| burg for him. =+ .
visit to “bring (Eisenhower) up
to date on recent events and
and expericnce.” :

* The President met the for-

|
|
';"gct the benefit of his thoughts ;
|
}.

Kennedy said he sought the

S.prestige and power should ! air support. Two of the liber-!

‘mever be committed unless its ating force’s three aircraft had !
chief exccutive was determined i heen destroyed, and without |
to win. lreplacements  the invasion

said the general. “Force is a!: In Washington, President?
-naked, brutal thing in  this* Bisenhower summoned mili-;
~world, If you are going to fitary, intelligence and diplo-
wuse it, you have got to be-'matic ‘experts. A State Depart- |
. jprepared 1o go ail the way.”  {'ment spokesman argued for a |
That afternoon Gen. Eisen- i political, not' a military. de-
jhower stated at a news con- cision. He contended that by 1

!ference

“There 'is no alternative”, | would be doomed.' - iR

that all Americans ‘sending replacement aircraft ta 4

.ymer President at the landing should “support the man who ¢ Guatemala, America would .

) -ireally had been launched, as

’f‘pad. It was April 22, ]
¢ - (The Bay of Pigs invasion-| for. our foreign  affairs
Lhad begun on April 17, and | theanipg President Kennedy. |
'within a day or two Castro . Subsequently, the Republican !
*had wiped it out.) lex - President publicly reaf-!
: Gen, Eisenhower recalls that | firmed bis backing . of the |
‘Kenoedy scemed “quite- com- rDemocratic President at every |
! posed,” but cuger to talk out ;opportunity, including Repub- ;
| his- young admipistration’s hu-.:lican political Zatherings, unti} |
miliating expericnce. - : the crisis atmosphere abated, |

L' TUWAS a 'long and wide-| WHILE REFLECTING re-!
jranging -conversation. - Like | cently on the blunders that in-1
{ many military figurcs who had |sured defeat at the Bay of!

r

h

'what happened, the genergl<stead  of overthrowing, the:
{ wondered whether the invasion [Castro dictatorship — Eisen- !
hower was reminded that Gua- |
syeported, Wwithout .air cover'|temala probably still would be |
(and .other elementary ipgredi- ;a Communist stronghold if )
tenls familiar even to junior ipolitical advice had prevailed!
fofficers, like' plans for ‘rein- |during a crucial stage 'of thej
iforcing * and - resupplying the !anti-Arbenz venture., in 1954,
\beachhead, ~» o .. las happened during ‘the anti-
U..At, one. point . Gen. Biseo- 5 Castro venture in 1961, * -, - |

Sl it L et 4
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 bas to carry the responsibility }

-;};.J.'L;.\‘,. 4

risk having its role in the anti-
Arbenz - venture "discovered, |
und that, in turn, would dam-
age our prestige throughout:
Latin Amierica. -

ALLEN DULLES, the ine?
telligence director . whose

agency was masterminding the

invasion, argued that the air-:
planes were essential to suc--
cess—and therefore -should . bed
sent. ) C _}
. President Eisenhower agreed |
with Dulles, And a couple of
days later the Communist re-
gime. in Guatemala was over-

thrown, : :
Gen. Eisenhower's reasoning |

in' that crisis was consistent !
with the advice. he . offered |

President Kennedy nine years
L oy

latei, - - o
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